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HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.45 pm]: I will rise for only 
a couple of minutes. 
Hon Kate Doust: They all say that. 
Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I will keep my word. 
I too wanted to make a small contribution to the motion today, in reply to a couple of comments made by 
Hon Stephen Dawson last Wednesday in his speech to this house on that motion. During his speech he 
mentioned a constituent whom he had spoken with, who uses a wheelchair and has a hoist attached to her 
vehicle. She was having difficulties finding an ACROD bay at the new Fiona Stanley Hospital. In his speech, he 
said — 

Whoever decided that the ACROD bays should be under a roof, and did not think about some of the 
health problems or equipment that people with disability have and have to access, should be dragged 
over the coals. 
… 
Stupid things like the ACROD bays at Fiona Stanley Hospital being in an area that has a low roof that 
does not allow people to use their wheelchairs or their other medical equipment … I am saying that this 
is another area where the state government has shown a lack of leadership. In this day and age, these 
things should not be happening. 

I thought it would be wise to give some advice to members that, before making these comments and using words 
like “stupid”, calling for people to be dragged over the coals and saying that in this day and age we should not do 
stupid things like this, they should actually find out whether it is true or not, whether we have not done it and 
whether ACROD bays really have been put in silly places. I will put this on the record for 
Hon Stephen Dawson’s review. We will be more than happy to assist him with the lady who has made contact 
with him, so that she is made aware of the ACROD bays that are available for her. When we know why she is 
visiting the hospital, we can make sure that she goes to the appropriate ACROD bay, located as close as possible 
to the area she needs to visit. 

The WA Health metropolitan access and parking strategy was developed to ensure that people most needing to 
access public hospital campuses by car are able to do so. The strategy provides a framework under which all 
public health campuses in the metropolitan area, including Fiona Stanley Hospital, can deliver consistent policy 
and practices towards access management. In line with the strategy, and in accordance with Australian disability 
access standards, Fiona Stanley Hospital provides accessible parking on site to users requiring larger bays and 
access in close proximity to their destination. ACROD parking bays can be found in every car park at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital, and are located closest to the pedestrian access ways. Visitors to the hospital requiring 
ACROD parking can park in car parks 1, 2 and 5. Car park 5, due to its proximity to the state rehabilitation 
service, has more ACROD bays available. There is also good connectivity from this car park to the main 
hospital. I wish to inform the honourable member that there are a number of covered bays that can take very 
large vehicles. Covered bays are not available only to small vehicles; a number of covered bays take large 
vehicles as well. All the ACROD bays at Fiona Stanley Hospital comply with the requirements of the 
Australian disability access standards, meeting or exceeding the height and width accessibility requirements. 
Inspections of the ACROD bays around the state rehabilitation service have recently been undertaken by 
National Disability Services and no issues were identified. 

Fiona Stanley Hospital is not aware of the constituent concern raised by the honourable member. As I indicated 
earlier, we would love to be able to assist and help her to make sure she is aware of the right bay that will best 
suit her needs and requirements. 
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